Neurogenic appendicopathy in children.
In a prospective multicenter study, we could show that neurogenic appendicopathy is a histological entity. This study compares the general and the pediatric population with respect to clinical presentation and incidence of neurogenic appendicopathy (NA). Included were patients that underwent appendectomy for suspected appendicitis, excluded were patients younger than 6 years and patients with missing data. Neurogenic appendicopathy was diagnosed by S-100 immunochemistry and/or haematoxylineosin (H.E.) staining. Two age groups (< or = 14 y and > 14 y) were compared with respect to the frequency of NA. In only four cases out of 84 children (4.8%) did we find neurogenic appendicopathy compared to 48 patients (24.2 %) out of 198 adolescents and adults. In the subgroup with negative appendectomy, the frequency of NA was 16.7% (< or = 14 years) and 56.6% (> 14 years). A clinical differentiation between neurogenic appendicopathy and acute appendicitis was not possible because of the small sample size. Neurogenic appendicopathy is a very rare histopathological entity in children. History and clinical examination do not make it possible for us to differentiate preoperatively between acute appendicitis and neurogenic appendicopathy.